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Friday 19 February 2016 

After meeting at Gatwick airport we boarded our short flight to Marseilles and arrived 

just after lunchtime. We promptly collected our minibuses and had a trouble-free 45 

minute journey to our hotel situated in the countryside a few kilometres from Arles. We 

had time for folk to acquaint themselves with the hotel and their rooms before heading 

to Les Baux. Under clear blue skies we walked below the south-eastern cliffs under the 

citadel and were soon rewarded with super and prolonged views of at least two 

Wallcreepers! This was the main target species for most of the group so everyone was 

buzzing with excitement which rose a level when a wonderful Alpine Accentor put in 

an appearance! On the walk up to the village of Les Baux, we encountered our first of 

many Giant Orchids and recorded even more Alpine Accentors, plus Sardinian 

Warblers and Black Redstarts. 

Saturday 20 February 2016 

After breakfast we took the short drive to Vergieres - an area on the edge of La Crau 

region which is defined by stony-steppe habitat. Several target species inhabit this area 

and we were soon watching fantastic flock of Little Bustards. Dartford Warblers, 

Stonechats,  Black Redstarts, Woodlarks and Crested Larks were all common and 

we also recorded two Southern Grey Shrikes and about half a dozen Red Kites. 

Despite hearing them on several occasions we could not visually locate any Pin-tailed 

Sandgrouse. 

A few hundred metres from Vergieres, we stopped at the main entrance to La Crau and 

were soon watching close flock of seven Stone Curlew which did their best to hide 

amongst the sparse vegetation. Also seen here were several Red-legged Partridges, 

Corn Buntings, a Cetti’s Warbler and another very showy Sardinian Warbler. We 

also had  super views of fly-over White Storks. While driving to our next location, we 

stopped to witness the incredible sight and sounds of many groups of Common Cranes 

totalling at least 3000 birds migrating north-west under the crystal blue skies – this was 

undoubtedly one of the highlights of the week for many of us. 

Heading out to the La Crau reserve we saw a few more Southern Grey Shrikes plus 

masses of singing Skylarks. In wonderful sunshine we encountered several butterfly 

species including Clouded Yellow, Red Admiral, Bath White and Painted Lady – a 

real taste of Spring! After a bit of searching we located a wonderful flock of c.130 
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Calandra Larks  - one of the rarest breeding species in France. We were probably 

watching roughly half of the entire national population in this one flock! On our way back 

towards our hotel, we stopped at Mas Chauvet and witnesses a super male Hen 

Harrier hunting. Also here, we found seven Richard’s Pipits - an Asiatic breeder that 

winters in small numbers across Southern Europe. 

Sunday 21 February 2016 

Today we headed to the wetlands and salinas of the Camargue - a complete change of 

habitat from the last two days. First stop was at Mas de Iscles where we watched a 

White Stork attending to its nest which also contained a healthy population of House 

Sparrows. We also had excellent views of a Night Heron as it flew out of a nearby 

bush and right over our heads.  

We moved on to the Petite Camargue to an area we call “Coypu Alley” - due to the large 

numbers of this accidentally introduced South American mammal that inhabit the area. 

Here we soon located several showy Cetti’s Warblers but another of the highlights of 

the week were the seven Penduline Tits that performed superbly for us. We also had 

great views of a Marsh Harrier as it floated over the adjacent reed beds. 

Then it was on to the coastal town of Saintes Maries de la Mer. In the warm sunshine 

we took a stroll along the seafront and soon spotted a couple of nice adult 

Mediterranean Gulls, several Sandwich Terns, our only Ruddy Turnstone of the 

week and a plethora of ice creams! We then headed north toward Consecaniere and 

there we had our first sightings of groups of gaudy Greater Flamingos. The  roadsides 

here were covered in Giant Orchids and the cameras were clicking! While having lunch 

at Consecaniere we watched the wonderful displays performed by Flamingos and had 

yet another close encounter with a Sardinian Warbler. We also noted at least 200 

distant Eurasian Spoonbills. We began to head back north and along the way we 

stopped for good views of two Black-necked Grebes, a pair of Kentish Plovers and a 

pale morph Booted Eagle. 

Just before dusk, we arrived at our Eagle Owl site near Les Baux. We were soon 

'scoping a distant Blue Rock Thrush. The owl didn’t disappoint and we had brief views 

of one just as it went dark. 

Monday 22 February 2016 

Following breakfast we headed for Mas D’Agon - a wetland site on the northern edge of 

the Camargue. Very low water levels produced ideal conditions for some species and 

we saw around 400 Glossy Ibis, a Spotted Redshank, 20 Ruff, lots of Water Pipits, 

large flocks of distant Shoveler and Gadwall plus many Grey Herons and Great White 

Egrets. We also noted a White-spotted Bluethroat singing in the roadside reeds but it 
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proved somewhat elusive and tricky to get views of. Overhead we spotted small flocks 

of Black-tailed Godwits, Golden Plovers and a pair of Spoonbills. 

We moved on to the reserve centre at La Capeliere and a walk produced Stripeless 

Tree Frogs and a Green Sandpiper. Several Chiffchaffs were signing and their sound 

evoked a further sense of the approach of Spring. 

We stopped for lunch at the viewing platform at Tour De Valat. Here we noted large 

numbers of wildfowl including Pintail, Wigeon, Red-crested Pochard , Greylag 

Geese, a hunting Peregrine, a showy Zitting Cisticola plus more Sardinian Warblers. 

We then drove to Piemanson where we found huge numbers of wintering shorebirds. 

The flocks consisted mainly of Little Stints and Dunlin although amongst the masses 

we located at least 30 Kentish Plovers, several Sanderling, Redshank, Ringed 

Plovers and Grey Plovers.  We also found five beautiful Slender-billed Gulls which 

performed superbly for us. Along the adjacent waterway we watched at least 40 Black 

necked Grebes as they periodically dived to hunt fish and several of their larger 

cousins, Great Crested Grebes were also noted. Some of the group spotted a migrant 

Hoopoe as it flew in off the sea and after some searching, the rest of the group enjoyed 

good views of this total dazzler! 

Tuesday 23 February 2016 

Today we headed off to Mount Ventoux and upon arrival were surprised at how warm it 

was and how bereft of snow the mountain was in comparison to previous years! A short 

walk around the cabins produced great views of a male Citril Finch in the pines, at 

least 10 Crested Tits plus many Coal Tits, a Brambling and Goldcrest.  We found a 

wonderful male Rock Bunting which performed well in the scrub behind the famous (in 

Tour de France circles at least!) Chalet Raynard.  

On our way back towards Arles, we stopped at the World Heritage site at Pont du Gard 

with its famous Roman Aqueduct. On the immaculate stonework we had incredible 

views of a Wallcreeper as it hunted insects just above us, constantly flicking its wings 

as it moved over the structure.  Also here we saw at least 100 Crag Martins – far more 

than we usually encounter and undoubtedly a result of the warmer-than-usual weather. 

A Firecrest was seen in nearby bushes and just as our time was almost up, about half 

a dozen Rock Sparrows came into roost in the Aqueduct. 

Wednesday 24 February 2016 

This morning we headed back to the Camargue and again stopped at Mas des Icles for 

some more great views of a Night Heron. At the Petite Camargue we visited the superb 

reserve for a relaxing walk in the warm sunshine. We spotted a Bittern flying over the 
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reeds, a White Stork on the nest plus some nearby Tree Sparrows. We also had great 

views of Yellow-legged Gulls, Red-crested Pochards, Greater Flamingos, singing 

(but not seen) Moustached Warbler, many Chiffchaffs and several very showy Cetti’s 

Warblers. Along 'Coypu Alley' we had great views of a beautiful pair of Bearded Tits 

plus some good views of Marsh Harriers.  

We then drove north of Les Baux to La Caume where we had lunch near the car park 

and under the pine trees. Following this we took a wonderful stroll under the blue skies 

and very warm sunshine and soon spotted the orchid Ophrys foresteri (which has no 

common name!) and a singing Cirl Bunting. We also saw about a dozen Crested Tits 

plus Green Hairstreak and Brimstone butterflies. As we approached the top of the 

limestone outcrop we saw a pair of magnificent and increasingly rare Bonelli’s Eagles 

flying over! They landed on an adjacent outcrop where we witnessed them repeatedly 

mating, hopefully ensuring another generation of these beautiful eagles would be 

conceived. A little further along the track we saw some incredibly showy Dartford 

Warblers plus some rather elusive Firecrests. 

To end the day we headed back into Les Baux where at least half a dozen Alpine 

Accentors performed superbly. These giant-sized, gaudy “Dunnocks” spend their 

summers in boulder-strewn Alpine meadows but escape the harsh winters there by 

escaping to lower altitudes – Les Baux being one such place. As we returned to the 

minibuses we spotted another Wallcreeper feeding and flying across the rock-face 

opposite. 

At dusk. we returned to our nearby Eagle Owl site and soon had great views as the pair 

called and performed. The male then took flight and drifted effortlessly and silently 

overhead into the forest behind us. What a fabulous way to end our last full day! 

Thursday 25 February 2016 

We said our goodbyes to the hotel owners and staff after breakfast and made good time 

back to Marseille airport. Here we had time to reflect on the superb time we’d all had 

and sum up our individual highlights. Our flight departed on time and we were soon 

back in Gatwick where we picked up our luggage and said our farewells. 
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Systematic List 19 - 25 February 2016 

Great-crested Grebe – up to several hundred seen on four dates. 
 
Black-necked Grebe –  two at Consecaniere on 21/02, c40 at Piemanson on 22/02 and 
several hundred distantly on Etang de Vaccares on the same date. 
 
Little Grebe – seen on four dates at various sites. 
 
Great Cormorant – seen on every date at many locations. 
 
Grey Heron – common even in the ‘dry’ areas. 
 
Great Bittern – one seen in flight in the Petite Camargue on 24/02. 
 
Black – crowned Night Heron – a first-winter seen on two dates at Mas des Iscles. 
 
Little Egret – small numbers seen daily. 
 
Great Egret – small numbers seen daily. 
 
Cattle Egret – small groups seen daily at various locations. There was a large roost 
west of the hotel as every morning and evening, large numbers were noted flying over. 
 
White Stork – seen in small numbers most days, including several pairs on nests. 
 
Glossy Ibis –  a huge flock of over 400 were at Mas d’Agon on 22/02, with smaller 
numbers at three other sites in the Camargue. 
 
Eurasian Spoonbill – c200 were at Consecaniere on 21/02 and a pair at Mas d’Agon 
on 22/02. 
 
Greater Flamingo – seen in large numbers (many hundreds) on the three dates we 
visited the Camargue. 
 
Mute Swan – small numbers seen on four dates at various locations. 
 
Greylag Goose – two at Tour de Valat on 22/02 was our only sighting. 
 
Common Shelduck – small numbers seen in the brackish areas in the Camargue. 
 
Mallard – small numbers seen at a variety of locations. 
 
Gadwall – several flocks numbering many hundreds seen at several sites within the 
Camargue. 
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Eurasian Wigeon - small numbers seen at several sites within the Camargue on one 
date. 
 
Common Teal – small numbers seen in the Camargue. 
 
Northern Pintail – ten were seen at Tour de Valat on 22/02. 
  
Northern Shoveler – several groups seen on four dates. 
 
Red-crested Pochard  – small numbers seen at three sites in the Camargue. 
 
Common Pochard – 40 at Piemanson on 22/02 and 15 in the Petite Camargue on 
24/02. 
 
Red-breasted Merganser  – 20 at Etang de Vaccares on 22/02. 
 
Red Kite – half a dozen on 20/02 around the Crau were our only sightings. 
 
Booted Eagle – a pale morph bird was seen just north of Saintes Maries de la Mer on 
21/02. 
 
Bonelli’s Eagle – a pair seen at La Caume on 24/02 was one of the highlights of our 
trip. 
 
Eurasian Marsh Harrier – common in the Camargue. 
 
Hen Harrier – two males and a two females seen in the Camargue on three dates. One 
of the males gave wonderful prolonged views as it hunted at Mas Chauvet. 
 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk – singles on two dates. 
 
Common Buzzard – seemingly everywhere, everyday! 
 
Merlin – two seen over fields in front of the hotel on two dates. 
 
Kestrel – seen daily. 
 
Peregrine – one was watched hunting the large number of wildfowl at Tour de Valat on 
22/02. 
 
Red-legged Partridge – seen in small numbers on two dates. 
 
Common Pheasant – singles on three dates. 
 
Water Rail – heard at four sites in the Camargue. 
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Common Moorhen – seen in small numbers in the Camargue. 
 
Common Coot – good numbers at many sites on four dates. 
 
Common Crane – seen on four dates in good numbers, on two of those dates it would 
appear that up to 3000 birds were leaving the Camargue and migrating north west.  
 
Little Bustard – up to 50 at Vergieres on 20/02. 
 
Pied Avocet – c100 at Consecaniere on 21/02. 
 
Stone Curlew – a flock of seven birds seen on the Crau on 20/02. 
 
Northern Lapwing – small flocks seen on three dates. 
 
Golden Plover – flocks of several hundred seen in the Crau and in the Camargue. 
 
Grey Plover – small numbers seen at Piemanson on 22/02. 
 
Ringed Plover – c30 at Piemanson on 22/02. 
 
Kentish Plover – a pair at Consecaniere on 21/02 and then at least 30 with the large 
wader flock at Piemanson on 22/02. 
 
Dunlin – c1000 at Piemanson on 22/02. 
 
Little Stint – c1000 with the wader flock at Piemanson on 22/02. 
 
Sanderling – two with other waders at Piemanson on 22/02. 
 
Ruddy Turnstone – a single at Saintes Maries de la Mer on 21/02. 
 
Ruff – a flock of c20 at Mas d’Agon on 22/02. 
 
Common Redshank – small numbers seen in the Camargue on two dates. 
 
Spotted Redshank – one at Mas d’Agon on 22/02. 
 
Green Sandpiper – singles on two dates in the Camargue. 
 
Black–tailed Godwit – up 250 at Mas d’ Agon on 22/02. 
 
Eurasian Curlew – seen at three sites within the Camargue on two dates. 
 
Common Snipe – several birds seen at two sites on two dates. 
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Black-headed Gull – seen daily at many sites. 
 
Mediterranean Gull – small numbers seen on three dates in a variety of locations. 
 
Yellow-legged Gull – common. 
 
Slender-billed Gull – five (four adults and a first winter) were seen at Piemanson on 
22/02. Another trip highlight. 
 
Sandwich Tern – up to six birds seen at Saintes Maries de la Mer on 21/02. 
 
Pin-tailed Sandgrouse – birds heard calling several times at Vergieres on 20/02 could 
not be located. 
 
Feral Pigeon – common. 
 
Wood Pigeon – small numbers seen most days. 
 
Collared Dove – common. 
 
Eurasian Eagle Owl – rather brief and distant views of a single on 21/02 but then 
wonderful views of a male and female at one of our sites at dusk on 24/02. 
 
Tawny Owl – one heard calling around the hotel on two dates. 
 
Common Hoopoe – one was seen to come in off the sea at Piemanson 22/02 and then 
seen several times along the roadside. 
 
Common Kingfisher – ones and twos seen at various sites in the Camargue on four 
dates. 
 
Great Spotted Woodpecker – recorded daily. 
 
Green Woodpecker – one calling around the hotel most mornings with birds seen and 
heard elsewhere on three dates. 
 
Skylark – seen at various locations in good numbers. 
 
Woodlark – seen and heard on four dates at a variety of locations. 
 
Calandra Lark – a fantastic flock of c130 birds were watched on the Crau on 20/02. 
 
Crested Lark – small numbers seen on three dates at a variety of locations. 
 
Crag Martin –  well over 100 were recorded at Pont du Gard on 23/02 with at least 
seven at Les Baux on 24/02. 
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Meadow Pipit – common. 
 
Richard’s Pipit – at least seven at Mas Chauvet on 20/02. 
 
Water Pipit – c30 at Mas d’Agon on 22/02. 
 
White Wagtail – ones and twos seen daily. 
 
Grey Wagtail – singles seen on four dates. 
 
Winter Wren – seen daily. 
 
Dunnock – recorded on three dates. 
 
Alpine Accentor – three at Les Baux on 19/02 and then at least six in the town there 
24/02 which gave wonderful views. 
 
White-spotted Bluethroat -  a male was heard singing and showed several times 
rather briefly in the reeds at Mas d’Agon on 22/02. 
 
European Stonechat – small numbers seen daily. 
 
European Robin – common. 
 
Black Redstart – singles and small groups at many locations daily. 
 
Blue Rock Thrush – seen at our Eagle Owl site on two dates. 
 
Redwing – three in the garden at the hotel on 25/02. 
 
Song Thrush – singles seen daily at many sites. 
 
Common Blackbird – common, seen daily. 
 
Moustached Warbler – one in the Petite Camargue on 24/02 was heard singing but 
could not be seen. 
 
Cetti’s Warbler – seen and heard on four dates at a variety of locations. 
 
Common Chiffchaff – seen daily in good numbers. 
 
Blackcap –seen daily around the hotel and ones and twos seen elsewhere most days. 
 
Sardinian Warbler – ones and twos seen at several sites. 
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Dartford Warbler – a male at Vergieres on 20/02 showed quite well (with several other 
birds heard singing) and then a very showy male at La Caume on 24/02. 
 
Zitting Cisticola – recorded in good numbers on four dates at a variety of locations. 
 
Firecrest – recorded on four dates. 
 
Goldcrest – small numbers recorded at four sites on  two dates. 
 
Crested Tit – at least 10 birds at Mount Ventoux on 23/02 and a similar number the 
next day at La Caume. 
 
Blue Tit – ones and twos seen daily. 
 
Coal Tit – small numbers seen on Mount Ventoux on 23/02. 
. 
Marsh Tit – a pair proved rather elusive on Mount Ventoux on 23/02. 
 
Great Tit – common. 
 
Long-tailed Tit – small groups seen on three dates. 
 
Penduline Tit – seven in the Petite Camargue on 21/02 - another one of the trip 
highlights. 
 
Bearded Tit – five birds in the Petite Camargue on 24/02, two of which showed 
particularly well. 
 
Eurasian Nuthatch – heard on Mount Ventoux on 23/02. 
 
Wallcreeper – at least two at Les Baux on 19/02 with a single there on 24/02. One at 
Pont du Gard on 23/03 performed superbly! 
 
Short-toed Treecreeper – heard at several sites and seen well on Mount Ventoux and 
at La Caume. 
 
Southern Grey Shrike – at least 6 on the Crau on 20/02. 
 
Eurasian Jay – seen on four dates. 
 
Eurasian Magpie – common. 
 
Common Raven – ones and twos seen at Les Baux, La Caume and Mount Ventoux. 
 
Rook – recorded on two dates. 
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Carrion Crow – common. 
 
Eurasian Jackdaw – common. 
 
Common Starling – common. 
 
House Sparrow – common. 
 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow – two around the hotel on several dates and small groups 
seen at the Petite Camargue on 24/02. 
 
Rock Sparrow – at least six came into roost at Pont Du Gard on 23/02. 
. 
Chaffinch – common. 
 
Brambling – singles at Les Baux and Mount Ventoux. 
 
Citril Finch – just a single male on Mount Ventoux on 23/02. 
 
European Goldfinch – small numbers seen at quite a few sites. 
 
Eurasian Siskin – seen and heard daily ay a variety of sites. 
 
European Greenfinch – recorded on just two dates. 
 
Eurasian Linnet – small numbers at several sites. 
 
European Serin – seen and heard daily ay a variety of sites. 
 
Common Crossbill – heard but not seen several times on Mount Ventoux on 23/02. 
 
Reed Bunting – small numbers on three dates. 
 
Corn Bunting – many hundreds recorded on three dates. 
 
Cirl Bunting – a single elusive male at La Caume on 24/02. 
 
Rock Bunting – a male was watched at close quarters in scrub behind Chalet Renard 
on 23/02. 
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Other notable Flora and Fauna seen included 
 
Butterflies 
Red Admiral 
Brimstome 
Bath White  
Small White 
Clouded Yellow 
Green Hairstreak 
Wall Brown 
Painted Lady 
 
Moths 
Hummingbird Hawkmoth 
 
Mammals 
Coypu 
Red Fox 
 
Other 
Stripeless (Mediterranean) Tree Frog 
Wall Lizard 
Giant Orchid 
Ophrys forestieri 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


